CORE READING LIST

In a literature-based language arts curriculum, it is important to ensure that any selection intended for in-depth discussion and study is not duplicated.  A wealth of exemplary literature exists to complement the curriculum.   Teachers have compiled a list of titles integral to the curriculum at specific grade levels.  All staff members are to refrain from using these selections for read-alouds, whole class instruction, book groups, book clubs, listening or viewing in grade levels other than those specified.  Requests for purchase of new titles must be cleared with the Curriculum Director to avoid future duplication.  New titles should be selected keeping in mind the need to broaden the diversity of culture and gender, to incorporate interdisciplinary themes, and to expand students’ study of non-fiction and drama.

Degrees of Reading Power levels are provided to assist teachers in providing for the diverse reading levels of their students.  All students should be provided opportunities on a daily basis to read material at their own independent reading level.  When a book intended for full-class study is too difficult for a particular student, modifications must be made to ensure that the student will comprehend the reading material.  Books for full-class study at a particular grade level should be reviewed for reading level prior to adoption.  

The goal and remedial standards for the Degrees of Reading Power portion of the Connecticut Mastery Test are provided below.  Standards are based on spring testing.

	Grade
	Remedial
	Goal

	3
	38 (P=.70)
	47 (P=.70)

	4
	45 (P=.70)
	54 (P=.70)

	5
	49 (P=.75)
	58 (P=.75)

	6
	53 (P=.75)
	62 (P=.75)

	7
	54 (P=80)
	62 (P=80)

	8
	57 (P=80)
	65 (P=80)


GENRE KEY:
F = FICTION
   N = NON-FICTION     D = DRAMA

	GRADE
	GENRE
	TITLE
	DRP
	DIVERSITY FOCUS
	INTERDISC. CONN.

	K
	F
	The Snowy Day
	
	
	Lang Arts

	
	F
	Whistle for Willy
	
	
	Lang Arts

	
	F
	Pumpkin, Pumpkin
	
	
	Science

	
	F
	The Wolf’s Chicken Stew
	
	
	Math

	
	F
	The Mitten (Brett and Tresselt)
	
	
	Lang Arts

	
	F
	Farm Concert
	
	
	

	
	F
	Swimmy
	
	
	

	
	F
	I Went Walking
	
	
	

	
	F
	The Polar Express
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	F
	Very Hungry Caterpillar
	51
	
	Science

	
	F
	Grouchy Ladybug
	50
	
	Science

	
	F
	Bear Shadow
	45
	
	Science

	
	F
	Grasshopper on the Road
	46
	
	Science

	
	F
	A House for a Hermit Crab
	
	
	Science

	
	F
	James and the Giant Peach (read-aloud)
	54
	
	

	
	F
	I Can Jump
	
	
	

	
	F
	Monsters’ Party
	
	
	

	
	F
	Dan the Flying Man
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	F
	Hill of Fire
	43
	Mexico
	Social Studies/Science

	
	F
	A Chair for My Mother
	45
	Hispanic American
	Social Studies/Math

	
	F
	A New Coat for Anna
	41
	Post WWII Europe
	Science/Social Studies

	
	F
	The Little House
	53
	Rural/city life
	Science/Social Studies

	
	F
	Miss Rumphius
	51
	Multigenerational
	Science

	
	F
	Charlotte’s Web (read-aloud)
	50
	
	

	
	F
	Pippi Longstocking (read-aloud)
	52
	
	

	
	F
	TheBFG (read-aloud)
	52
	
	


	GRADE
	GENRE
	TITLE
	DRP
	DIVERSITY FOCUS
	INTERDISC. CONN.

	3C
	F
	Molly’s Pilgrim
	47
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Sarah, Plain and Tall
	48
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Linnea in Monet’s Garden
	49
	
	

	
	F
	Stone Fox
	49
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Annie and the Old One
	50
	Native American
	Social Studies

	
	
	Mem Fox author study
	48-51
	
	

	
	F
	Dingoes at Dinnertime
	45
	
	

	
	F
	Buffalo Before Breakfast
	46
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	Courage of Sarah Noble
	46
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	The Tale of Desperaux (read-aloud)
	
	
	

	
	F
	Poppy (read-aloud)
	
	
	Science

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4C
	Biog
	What’s the Big Idea, Ben Franklin?
	55
	
	Science

	
	F
	Windcatcher
	50
	
	Science/Social Studies

	
	NF
	A Lion to Guard Us
	42
	
	Science

	
	NF
	If You Sailed on the Mayflower
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	If You Lived in Colonial Times
	49
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	The Jamestown Colony
	
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	Planet Earth Inside Out
	
	
	Science


	3/4ID
	Biog
	What’s the Big Idea, Ben Franklin?
	55
	
	Science

	
	F
	The Courage of Sarah Noble
	46
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Pedro’s Journal
	55
	
	Social Studies

	
	Biog
	I, Columbus
	
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	The Discovery of the Americas
	58
	
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	Encounter
	49
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	If You Lived in Colonial Times
	49
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	Sarah Morton’s Day
	46
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	Samuel Eaton’s Day
	46
	
	Social Studies

	
	NF
	The Pilgrims
	
	
	Social Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	


	GRADE
	GENRE
	TITLE
	DRP
	DIVERSITY FOCUS
	INTERDISC. CONN.

	5 ID
	F
	My Side of the Mountain
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Hatchet
	54
	
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	The Fighting Ground
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	My Brother Sam is Dead
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	Johnny Tremaine
	55
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Mr. Tucket
	52
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Prairie Songs
	
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Dear Levi
	53
	
	Social Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5C
	HF
	The Fighting Ground
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	My Side of the Mountain
	50
	
	

	
	HF
	My Brother Sam is Dead
	50
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Sign of the Beaver
	54
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Dear Levi
	53
	
	Social Studies

	
	F
	The War with Grandpa
	47
	
	

	
	F
	Holes
	49
	
	

	
	F
	Among the Hidden
	54
	
	

	
	F
	Maniac Magee
	52
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6C
	F
	Walk Two Moons
	49
	Native American
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	53
	African American
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Bud, Not Buddy
	51
	African American
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	The Watsons Go to Birmingham 1963
	51
	Diversity
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	Jump Ship to Freedom
	50
	African American
	Social Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6ID
	F
	Walk Two Moons
	49
	Native American
	

	
	F
	Holes
	49
	
	

	
	F
	Maniac Magee
	52
	
	

	
	F
	Bud, Not Buddy
	51
	African American
	Social Studies

	
	HF
	The Watsons Go to Birmingham 1963
	51
	Diversity
	Social Studies

	
	F
	Freak the Mighty
	53
	Disabilities
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	GRADE
	GENRE
	TITLE
	DRP
	DIVERSITY FOCUS
	INTERDISC. CONN.

	7
	C
	Autobio
	They Cage the Animals at Night
	43
	
	

	
	C
	F
	Seedfolk
	
	
	

	
	C,ID
	F
	The Giver
	56
	
	

	
	ID
	F
	Odyssey/Adventures of Ulysses
	
	Greece/Rome
	Social Studies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	C
	F
	Across Five Aprils 
	59
	
	Social Studies

	
	C
	NF
	The Diary of Anne Frank
	
	Holocaust
	Social Studies

	
	C
	NF
	Night
	51
	Holocaust
	Social Studies

	
	C,ID
	F
	The Outsiders
	51
	
	

	
	C,ID
	F
	Bronx Masquerade
	47
	Harlem Ren.
	Social Studies

	
	C,ID
	F
	Whirligig
	53
	
	Interdisc.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	GRADE
	GENRE
	TITLE
	DRP
	DIVERSITY FOCUS
	INTERDISC. CONN.

	9
	F
	Of Mice and Men
	52
	
	

	
	F
	A Day No Pigs Would Die
	46
	Shaker
	

	
	F
	Ethan Frome
	59
	
	

	
	F
	The Pearl
	58
	
	

	
	D
	Romeo and Juliet
	
	
	

	
	F
	Sound of Waves
	60
	Japanese
	

	
	F
	Speak
	50
	
	

	
	F
	Miguel Street
	
	Trinidad
	

	
	F
	Nectar in a Sieve 
	
	India
	

	
	F
	Bless the Beasts and Children
	58
	
	

	
	D
	Antigone
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	D
	Macbeth
	
	
	

	
	F
	Animal Farm
	60
	
	

	
	F
	Catcher in the Rye
	49
	
	

	
	F
	To Kill a Mockingbird
	54
	
	

	
	F
	A Tale of Two Cities
	62
	
	

	
	F
	Brave New World
	60
	
	

	
	F
	Lord of the Flies
	58
	
	

	
	F
	Things Fall Apart 
	56
	Africa
	

	
	F
	Miguel Street
	
	Trinidad
	

	
	F
	Persepolis
	
	Iran
	

	
	D
	Oedipus the King
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	F
	Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	54
	
	

	
	F
	Great Gatsby
	61
	
	

	
	F
	The Things They Carried
	55
	
	

	
	D
	The Crucible
	
	
	

	
	D
	Our Town
	
	
	

	
	F
	Snow Falling on Cedars
	61
	Japanese American
	

	
	F
	A Lost Lady
	
	
	

	
	NF
	Frederick Douglass
	46
	
	

	
	F
	Ordinary People
	50
	
	

	
	NF
	Black Boy
	56
	
	

	
	F
	Their Eyes Were Watching God 
	54
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